
 

AAA NEWSLETTER NO 4 

It’s just 12 months to go before the 36th National 

Championships start and we are having the AAA Annual 

Meeting and Executive Meeting on September 6th with 

delegates representing every state attending.  

 

It will be a busy couple of days for these people as they will arrive on the 

Discovery Coast on Wednesday; Thursday will be the trip around all the fishing venues and 

Friday will be the meeting. We should get down to some hard talking from there. We haven’t 

changed the fishing program from what we presented in Harrington and we didn’t seem to get too 

many remarks from the presentation we put on there.  

There will be no night fishing and the times will all be the same for every competition, except 

casting,  so I hope there will be no confusion. Registration will be at 5.30 am each morning and 

weigh-in will be at 2.30 pm in the afternoon. We have played around with the social program 

slightly, mainly in the area where we will be providing something for the ladies (and gents, if they 

wish)who are not fishing. We will confirm this when it goes through a newsletter later after it is 

presented to the meeting and passed. 

One major bonus we have on our side, there will be no driving 100km each way to and from the 

casting ground; it’s all right there. We can get two courts and possibly 3 courts in on the 

Discovery Coast Sport and Recreation ground. No one will have to do any cooking as you will be 

able to get a regular snack and drink at the canteen on both days. God bless them! 

I know I will draw a bit of flack as to the location of our headquarters, as it’s a little out of town, 

but unless you have actually run one of these events, you don’t know what to look for in a venue. 

My first requirement is a casting ground where you don’t have to travel kilometres to get there. 

No. 2 you must have plenty of parking for boats and cars. No. 3 is somewhere you will get a cool 

drink, a bag of chips or hamburger after you have been out fishing all day at the right price. And 

somewhere to store your scales etc!! With the Sports Club, I can tick every box, so that’s why we 

are using the Discovery Coast Sport and Recreation Ground as our headquarters. 

I am not entirely sure what all the delegates will be doing once the AAA meetings are finished, 

but I do know what Queenslanders will be doing. They will be starting their week-long State 

Titles with another meeting and a welcome night. Then it will be down to the serious business of 

fishing. These week-long state titles will be a forerunner to the Nationals to make sure that we 

have it all right. 

In Queensland, we do things slightly different from other states, where we start off with a Light 

Gear Competition, which you have to fish in the estuary, from the bank using no greater than a 

.030 mm line. From there we go to Offshore, Casting, Freshwater, Boat Estuary and Rock & 

Beach. By the end of the week you are flat out getting up and going for the last competition. 



LATEST NEWS !! 
 

I spent some time at Agnes Water early this month – I went to the Agnes Water/1770 Bait and 

Tackle Shop situated in the main shopping centre. It has everything you could want in the line of 

bait and gear for a venture such as ours.  I am sure if you call in, you will get the best information 

as well. 

Here’s what I received straight from the horse’s mouth in time for this newsletter. This is what’s 

happening around the Discovery Coast just at present 

 

Estuaries – They are currently producing some big dusky flathead, several reported exceeding 

70cm, good catches of whiting and a few grunter mixed in. Just a couple of pointers here the 

Dusky Flathead is identified by a black spot on its tail and it has a minimum legal length of 40 cm; 

This fish has a maximum legal length of 75 cm also, with a bag limit of 5. However all other 

species of flathead have a combined bag limit of 5 also. 

I guess we will raise a laugh from the southerners what with the size of their King George whiting 

and with a legal length of 27 for whiting cm over the border, when you consider our sand whiting 

to be legal  at just 23 cm, and to top that off, you will  be allowed an ‘ín-possession’ limit of 30. 

They are without a doubt one of the best eating fish in the sea.     

Beaches - Have been producing good numbers of swallowtail dart.  (Dart are included in the 

trevally family with queenfish, yakka/scad and they have a legal length of 30 cm and a bag limit of 

20) with many in the 40-50cm range. I couldn’t find out where they were catching them! 

 There are also whiting, bream (all different species of bream and tarwhine have a size of 25 cm 

and a collective bag limit of 30) and bar tail flathead being caught at present. Tailor ( here we go 

again - in Queensland they are legal at 35 cm with an ‘ín-possession’ limit of 20) are expected to 

turn up over the next few weeks with a possibility of jew (75 cm with a bag of 2) right on their 

tail. 

Offshore – The weather has been absolutely lousy of late, but last good weather window produced 

some XL cobia ( 75 cm, bag limit of 2) around the wrecks, Spanish mackerel (75 cm, bag limit of 

3) up to 18kg on the local bait grounds. Reef species such as trout, red throat emperor and tusk 

fish were in good numbers. So there you have it! What’s biting in the area! 

CHARTER BOATS 
 

I’ve keep hearing that the charter boats don’t exist at 1770. Oh yes they do! They may be a little 

hard to get hold of, that’s all, but if you are persistent, you will get them. We have found another 

hire boat business, and that’s at the 1770 marina. It’s called Poppys. I believe he has 5 dinghies 

with 30 hp motors for fishing the estuary.  
 

REEF FISH AND DIVE 1770 – The newest, fastest charter vessel in the fleet, “Southern 

Comfort”, can do any sort of fishing - reef, game or sport fishing. They have quality fishing rods 

and reels, tackle and bait included. You get a fully catered morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea 

with unlimited soft drinks and water. Costs from $180.00 per head! 
 

Bookings 0419 709 841    www.reefishanddive1770.com.au 
 



1770 CREEK 2 REEF FISHING CHARTERS - The 10.3 m wide beam cougar cat, “Bulletproof”, 

departs from the 1770 marina jetty. They supply all fishing gear and bait, and also include snacks 

and cool drinks. Boat will take 8 persons at $1600, which amounts to $200.00 per person.   

Creek2reef.@gmail.com or call Sandy on 0439 962 245 
 

HOOKED ON 1770 – Full or half day charters for mixed or group bookings, FISHING 

OFFSHORE 1770 – Outer reef and offshore fishing charters on the southern Great Barrier Reef. 

The wide-bodied Cougar cat cruises at 25 knots. They use quality Shimano gear, targeting reef 

fish, including Red Emperor and Coral Trout. All you need to bring is a hat and something to eat. 

Departing from the town of 1770. All gear, bait and tackle provided. Experienced and novice 

fishermen are all welcome.   
 

Contact Damien 0428 749 686  or  4974 9794! 

 

POPPYS – CHANDLERY AND BOAT MOORING -  At 1770 Marina with tinnies and 30 hp 

motors for hire             contact 0416 530 288  

 

mailto:Creek2reef.@gmail.com


  

 



CHANGES ON THE WAY TO OUR FISHERY? 

 

You know, we are pretty lucky when something goes wrong in the fishing circles we can always 

blame the Government of the time or the past Government for what they did or didn’t do. Well 

this time I am absolutely spot on. In their infinite wisdom, they are looking to make some changes 

to fish sizes and bag limits that will have a direct effect on our National Championships. These 

changes are PROPOSED to become law this September and they start with boat limits for high 

value fish.  
 

• The individual limit still stands, but the boat limit is twice the individual limit. Like 

barramundi boat limit 10, Spanish mackerel 6, black jewfish 2 and I know there is more to 

come.  
 

• This is a little all over the place at present, but I’ll eventually get it sorted – on the east 

coast threadfin salmon minimum size will rise from 60 cm to 65 cm ( they are available in 

the Discovery Coast area). 
 

• A general ‘in possession’ limit of 20 where there is no current in possession limit. This 

will refer to the following trevally/dart, winter whiting, garfish, all fusiliers. 
 

• An ‘in possession’ limit of 50 for certain bait species - Mullet (excluding diamond scaled, 

sea, fresh water), squid and cuttlefish. There will be no limit on herring, hardy head, 

pilchard, anchovies, silver biddies, saltwater yabbies, soldier crabs, and non-regulated 

worms. 
 

• This is the one that tops them all - 

From next year, anglers will be banned from catching snapper and pearl perch during            

the month of July. A boat possession of 10 with no more than 3 fish to exceed 40 cm. For 

pearl perch, the bag limit is to be dropped from 5 to 4 and the size increased from 35 to 38 

cm. 
 

It’s all very interesting! You can just hop over the border and catch 10 snapper and they only have 

to be 30 cm to be legal, and yet I’ve seen plenty of big ones come from the south. Just another 

point - next July we are going to stop fishing outside?  We are not allowed to catch a Pearlie or a 

Snapper so when we drop down in the deep we tell them not to bite, for if we pull them up we 

have to throw them back and they will be dead any way. Not a lot of thought going into that hey! 
 

Anglers have until Friday, 19th July, to agree or disagree with the proposals in a final round of 

public consultation now underway. 

 

 

 

  


